Date
Andrew Mitchell MP

Secretary of State for International Development

Department for International Development

1 Palace Street

London

SW1E 5HE

Dear Secretary of State
I am writing in response to the Departmental for International Development’s (DFID) press release dated 5 July which announced the outcomes of the recent review of the Government’s provision for development education and overseas aid.
A very positive outcome of the review is that fresh cuts to development education spending are not planned and existing Development Awareness Fund (DAF) and Mini Grant projects will continue to operate to their natural finish dates.  Moreover, it is gratifying to learn that the procurement exercise for the Global Learning Project, DFID’s formal sector flagship initiative will be completed.  In Northern Ireland, this decision will ensure that the important work carried out by Global Dimension in Schools will continue beyond August 2010.  These announcements are welcomed by the development education sector and will sustain important work over the next few years. 

However, it has been very disappointing to learn that you are going ahead with plans to cancel the Global Development Engagement Fund which, following on the from the phasing out of the DAF and Mini Grant Schemes, was to have been the only remaining source of Government grants for development education work.  While the Global Learning Project will offer some support for development education it is not a grant scheme and is entirely focused on formal education.  The canceling of the Global Development Education Fund begs the question how will development education be resourced, particularly in the informal education sector?  

The DFID press release states that “Global Development Engagement Funding risked the credibility of international aid by not showing a clear link between funding and poverty reduction”.  However, this view of the fund fails to take account of the need to engage the public both on the need for overseas aid and action on key international development issues.  Overseas development aid is clearly an important part of the poverty eradication agenda but needs to be accompanied by an effective development education programme delivered to sectors across civil society.  Removing all forms of grant support for development education will weaken the international development sector and reduce its capacity to work with the public.

I am writing to urge you to introduce the Global Development Engagement Fund as planned.  The scrapping of this fund has not been enforced by a reduced budget as DFID has been exempt from the severe cuts impacting on other departments.   Development education already plays an important role in poverty eradication by engaging public support for the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and overseas aid.  It is essential that this work continues to be supported particularly at this critical juncture for the achievement of the MDGs.
Yours etc,

