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Traditionally, global development has been 
characterised in Ireland as a ôNorth-Southõ relationship. 
With the expansion of Europe eastwards, and new 
member states which have development challenges and 
priorities of their own, this relationship is fundamentally 
changing. In this issue, we focus on the challenges and 
opportunites presented to development education by 
the newly enlarged European Union, and at look at how 
we can engage with some of these. 

Michael Doorly (page 2) urges us to be more outward 
looking, and to engage in European issues proactively. 
We have been, he suggests, introspectively considering 
the ôstate of development education here in Ireland 
[so] that we have scarcely been aware of discussions 
around the future of the B7-6000 awareness-raising 
line, we havenõt had a great deal to say about European 
enlargement, citizenship rights, development policy or 
the proposed European constitution. There have also 
been many interesting and important initiatives é that 
have simply passed us by.õ

Conall OõCaoimh (page 5) also questions whether our 
education about development is keeping up with our 
rapidly changing environment, especially post ô9/11õ. 
These global changes are fundamentally opportunities 
for education which should not be missed: ôIn our 
globalised and interdependent world a security response 
cannot succeed in the long-term. Problems cannot be 
kept at a distance ð we are all connected. This is one of 
the basic inspirations of development education.õ

Marcin Wojtalik from the Polish Humanitarian 
Organisation  (page 4) challenges us to think 
about the language that we take for granted 
in education about development issues. He 
says ôIn all eight accession countries from 
Central and Eastern Europe, serious human 
rights violations were committed in the name 
of òsocial justiceó and òequalityó under the 
communist regime. Media were full of slogans 
about òbuilding a better worldó, òprogressó 
and òfighting against capitalist exploitationóõ.

Lara Paoletti writes about the new initiative, 
DEPART, which is designed to create 
partnerships beween NGOs in Europe and 
in the South, and to involve NGOs from new 
member states in development education and 
awareness raising, as well as building their 
capacity to make applications to the EU for this 
work. 

INDEX is meant as a communications tool for 
development educators. Please use it for any 
information you want to share by emailing us 
on index@comhlamh.org.  

The next issue of INDEX will be published in 
September 2004, the deadline for information is 
Wednesday, 11th August 2004.





Different context

New role as a donor

Limited number of refugees and migrants from 
developing countries

No fair trade

No colonial past

Good experience in the East



Suspicious ñsocial justiceò

No support from government 

Marcin Wojtalik

CONNECT is an initiative 
established in August 2003 by 
ActionAid Ireland, Comhl§mh, 
Christian Aid Ireland, Concern, 
D·chas, ICTU, Trocaire and 
WorldVision, supported by 
Development Cooperation 
Ireland (DFA) and the Dept. 
of Communications, Marine 
and Natural Resources.  It was established in 
response to a felt need to focus our attention on 
how we communicate with the public in relation to 
deepening societyôs understanding of development. It 
also aims to engage with the  opportunity to engage 
with broadcasters in a new way.

CONNECT
Å  Is about developing an óethosô in broadcasting 

in relation to global development issues, and 
challenging perceptions of ódevelopmentô and 
óawareness-raisingô.  
Å  Is about seeking an engagement which could 

contribute towards an exciting agenda of creative 
broadcasting about global development issues as 
they relate to people in Ireland, óthe worldôs most 
global countryô.  
Å  Is about promoting deeper critical analysis of 

global developments within the media
Å  Is not about more ódull but worthyô programming.  
Å  Is distinct from the education, communications 

and marketing strategies of the individual 
stakeholders, which will continue alongside this 
initiative.  

In late 2003, CONNECT made a submission to the 
Draft Charter on Public Service Broadcasting.  Later 
in the year, it lobbied strongly on the Broadcasting 
(Funding) Bill.  The objective of this lobbying was to 
promote the addition of a new thematic area, which 
would encourage programming that locates Ireland in 
the globalised world.  It aims to foster understanding 
of the global dimensions of Irish society and reflecting 
Irelandôs commitment to shaping the positive aspects 
of globalisation by ñencouraging new, high quality 
programmes emphasising the inter-connectivity of 
local, national and global influences in the shaping 
of Ireland today.ò  It is from this perspective that the 
initiative is grounded.

For further information contact: 
Emma Lane-Spollen:   01-478 3490
Olive Towey:   01-475 4162



D·chas, the umbrella body of Irish development NGOs, 
took Human Security as the theme for Irelandõs EU 
presidency. Conall OõCaoimh looks and the challenges 
that this human security agenda poses to development 
education. 

Since 9/11 the world is a different place but 
much development education is continuing as 

before! Yes, individual development issues such 
as water, debt or sweat-shops continue in need 
of greater public awareness, understanding and 
action so as to bring about change. But the context 
is radically altered.

Before 9/11 we sought to educate, campaign 
and influence policy makers in an international 
relations context with many competing priorities. 
From time to time it was possible to bring a 
development issue fairly high up in both the 
public consciousness and in the political agenda. 
The Jubilee Campaign, against debt, is a leading 
example of such success. 

However, the international relations agenda has 
since been hijacked. No other issue can compete 
with the security agenda, and security now 
encroaches into all other areas. Turn on the TV 
or radio any day, the news reinforces the view 
that we face threats ð predominant among them 
terrorism, organised crime, drugs and indeed, 
immigration. 

The international order is busying itself with a 
security response. 

Security is colonising other areas of government 
policy ð even development cooperation. In March 
the EU agreed a ôDeclaration on Combating 
Terrorismõ which decided to ôinclude effective 
counter-terrorism clauses into all agreements 
with third countriesõ. That means into all aid 
agreements. Funds will be diverted from the most 
needy people and places to those where we have 
more strategic interest. Meanwhile, at the OECD, 
there are moves to include some anti-terrorism 
spending in what counts towards fulfilling the UN 
0.7% aid target. If they succeed, that target will end 
up meaningless.

Since 9/11 the publicõs awareness of the wider 

world has shifted. The interconnection of the 
global north and south is now more apparent 
ð regrettably not because of the impact of 
development education, but because people in the 
north feel less secure and perceive the menace to 
emanate from the global south (and some of the 
places that donõt quite fit into our north-south 
language). 

This presents challenges to development educators. 
It will be more difficult to nurture solidarity 
towards people who are seen as a source of threat. 
Methodologies such as exchange visits to certain 
countries will be untenable for some time to come. 
The monotone political agenda will less easily give 
space to an issue such as debt cancellation.

But the sense of insecurity will also present 
opportunities to development educators. Fear itself 
will motivate people to question what is stirring 
the threats. Interdependence is more readily 
understood. Customary motives of charity and 
justice will be joined by an informed self-interest 
that will (as indicated by the anti-war marches of 
last year) move the public to action for justice. 

People now think differently about the world. 
Development education needs to speak 

differently ð connecting specific development 
issues in a wider framework which reflects this 
global view. The ôhuman securityõ perspective 
offers a fitting language. 

Human security is about human rights. Further, it 
links respect for human rights with the idea of the 
global interdependence. Where the human rights 
of any community are abused, the security of all is 
undermined. 

Human security speaks into the predominant 
security frenzy. It reminds us that security is about 
people, not just states and borders. It shows up 
the futility of trying to keep problems at a distance 
without addressing their root causes ð poverty 
and injustice. For our own security we need, as EU 
Commissioner Chris Patten has emphasised, ôto 
dry up the swamps in which terrorists thriveõ. 

In the long term, security here will depend on 
reducing poverty and injustice throughout the 
world. Yes, development is a security issue. 
Development educators need to make the link 
and work towards a global human rights based 
political culture. 

Conall OõCaoimh is EU Presidency Policy Officer at D·chas, 
the umbrella body of Irish development NGOs. He will return 
to Comhl§mh from secondment this September.
To find out more about Human Security and the D·chas 
Presidency Project see www.dochas.ie 
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becoming part of the EU, Slovakiaõs 
development aid policies were drafted and 
adopted very recently. One of the main 
challenges is to get support from the general 
public and from the decision makers which 
is not easy as there is very little public 
awareness on development cooperation, no 
development issues in school curricula, and 
no volunteers sending programs.

On the other hand there are some 
positive signs and opportunities. We have 
enthusiastic NGOs who have already been 
working in the South, the Balkans and 
Central Asia. There are some very good 
informal education programs and interested 
journalists. There is a big potential with 
children, youth and church organizations. 
There is the NGDO Platform which was 
established in January 2002 and  succeeded 
very recently to convince the State secretary 
of MFA, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
about launching the first call for proposals 
on development education and public 
awareness enabling state co financing in 
development education programs up to 
12.500 EUR per project. The State secretary 
is the person in the Slovak government who 
is responsible for development assistance/
cooperation.

Finally we see new opportunities for 
development education and public 
awareness programs in more closer 
cooperation among NGDOs in the enlarged 
European Union.

Mari§n Cauc²k
Slovak NGDO Platform
www.mvro.sk

The Belgian group is working hard in the 
preparation of the next summer school which 

will be held in Ostende (BE) from the 5th to 
the 12th of July 2004. Media will be the theme 
that will be at the heart of the debates. One of 
the issues in development education is that 
public opinion should be informed, and that the 
public should be capable of developing a critical 
approach and acting to change situations that 
cause imbalances and injustices. 

This theme will be tackled from four different 
angles: 

a. Collaborations and alliances between NGOs 
and the mass media; 

b. The media as tools in development education; 

c. From media education to development 
education; 

d. The strategies of the actors in the South vis-¨-
vis the media.

Various national platforms will present case 
studies relation to development education and 
the media in their country.

The people who are attending the Summer 
School from Ireland are: 

Olive Towey (Concern)

Emma Lane Spollen (Comhl§mh) 

Caroline Maxwell (ActionAid Ireland)

D·chas is the Irish National Platform. Further 
information is available from the D·chas Development 
Education group, Tel. 01 4053801.



 
(for information on EU public 
awareness-raising funding, and more).

This report will be useful to development educators who are interested having an overview of 
public support and understanding of development cooperation. According to the report, citizens in 
OECD countries ôquite unambiguouslyõ support more solidarity and justice at the international level. 
However, despite the adoption of the Millenniu Development Goals (MDGs) by their governments 
in 2000, which ôwere intended to provide an effective new communication toolsõ,  they remain 
insufficiently informed and educated about global development challenges. The authors believe 
that with an increased understanding of the issues, citizens could provide greater support for more 
efficient and coherent development policies as well as for more funding.

However, official (i.e. government) expenditure on communication about national aid programmes 
and development policies remains low. The authors believe that the public need not only to support 
development cooperation, but to do this in an informed way. They believe that achieving the MDGs 
will require 1) increased volumes of aid; 2)  increased aid effectiveness, and 3) greater coherence 
of policies for development from OECD member countries. On this third point they state that  
Governments, aid agencies and NGOs in OECD countries ôwill not be able to mobilise new resources 
and effectively pursue more coherent policies for poverty reduction and development unless people 
are convinced that this is the right thing to doõ.  

The document gives useful information on expenditure within OECD countries on information and 
development education. Unfortunately both of these are categorised as one, which of course distorts 
the real picture of spending on development education, but it is interesting information nonetheless.

For this and other in the OECD Policy Insight papers, go to www.oecd.org/dev




